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Minutes for April 9, 2015 Membership Meeting 
 
President Nadine Hoffmann opened the meeting with several announcements:  Ms. Taylor, of the 
Christopher St. Park Alliance is looking for volunteers May 16 at the park.  A fundraiser is to be 
held May 11 at Jeffrey’s. 
 
The Manhattan Young Dems is holding a rally on April 15, "The rent is too damn high".  Also 
on April 15, Fast Food Forward is holding rallies at several different locations to push for a 
$15/hour minimum wage.  Members were to be notified by Zella in an email blast. 
 
The Lenox Hill Healthplex will be offering free CPR training.  The DC3 budget vote will be held 
April 11th through the 19th at different locations. 
 
Keen Berger gave her District Leader Report.  She spoke of the bad news in Albany, where the 
focus of the education bill was teacher evaluation testing.  The charter cap is still in place, and no 
charter schools in District 2 have been promised.  75 Morton is being built, with students 
projected for 2017. 
 
Arthur Schwartz now gave his District Leader Report.  He spoke of Alan Schulkin now working 
for the BOE.  Rents are doubling at Westbeth, and he is currently negotiating with the Residence 
Council to remedy this.  Arthur has become guardian to an elderly woman sent to a nursing home 
against her will by a judge, and now has also become guardian to another woman currently in the 
same position.  He is also trying to save the Nazareth Nursing School on 15th Street. 
 
Now Zephyr Teachout gave her presentation, starting by announcing that she had just gained 
tenure at Fordham.  She finished her book, "Corruption in America", and had just written a letter 
to the Supreme Court regarding the Citizens United decision. 
 
She discussed how the Founding Fathers found corruption the biggest threat to democracy, 
although now over 50% of former congresspeople become lobbyists.  This profession was a 
felony in many states for over a hundred years of our history.  She also spoke of renewable 
energy, net neutrality, and a possible second book about effects of high-stakes testing for 
teachers.  She also seemed optimistic about the choice of Carl Heastie to replace Sheldon Silver, 
and discussed the corrupting influence of money in politics and the fate of the Moreland 
Commission. 
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There was a discussion about Indian Point, geothermal in New York, small businesses, and the 
possibility of Elizabeth Warren running for President. 
 
Jen Hoppe gave the Gala Update.  Honorees will be Zephyr Teachout, Timothy Wu, and Shantel 
Walker, of Fast Food Forward. The Gala will be held on April 30 at Tio Pepe, and Jen urged all 
who wished to attend to RSVP by April 26. 
 
Next, Andrew Berman of the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation, spoke of the 
mayor's proposed "contextual zoning" plan.  This proposal would raise building heights 
considerably, 20-30% in some neighborhoods.  The Village and East Village would give 
developers an incentive to build taller in order to provide 20% affordable units.  He passed out 
literature explaining the plan and cards to send the mayor in favor of the Small Business Jobs 
Survival Act. 
 
Sharon Woolums now reported on small business, and introduced Steve Null, a VID honoree in 
1987.  He spoke of how their small business forum had ignited interest in Brooklyn, Queens, and 
upper Manhattan.  New York has now become the best place to speculate in real estate, and that 
has destroyed jobs, the arts community, and the middle class. 
 
Mike Schreiber, President of the Chelsea Reform Democratic Club talked of trying to get 
member participation and said his club and VID were like siblings.  He mentioned cooperating in 
the Tenants Clinic, as many of his members are lawyers. 
 
Tony Hoffmann said the Governor had agreed to do some clemencies, so Candles  for Clemency 
had been postponed.  He said if anyone knew of anyone in jail who needs to be released, they 
should contact him and he will submit their name for a clemency. 
 
Nate Johnson gave a quick recap of the Port Ambrose Natural Gas Terminal offshore, which 
ruins the ecology, is dangerous, and if built would replace a proposed wind farm.  Next month he 
will host a forum discussing pipeline infrastructure and fracking, and urged support of 
Resolution 549, urging Governor Cuomo to veto the Port Ambrose project.  On Monday, April 
13, a protest will be held at the Harvard Club. 
 
Another member of the CRDC discussed the "To Russia with Love" forum they conducted. 
 
It was noted that the Gala honorees had not been vetted by the membership.  Jim Fouratt urged 
members to attend a film on Indian Point at the Tribeca Film Festival. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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