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Minutes, February 12, 2015  
Vice President Katharine Wolpe opened the meeting, standing in for President Nadine 
Hoffmann, who was out of town.  She made announcements about the Global Divestment Day 
Rally on February 13 and the upcoming VID Tenants Clinic on February 25.  She also brought 
up the March 5 Call to Action--Save Our Small Businesses forum coordinated by VID member 
Sharon Woolums and The Villager.  There was also the Legislative Breakfast Reception on 
March 6. 
 
Keen Berger opened her report by talking about the need for a new State Committeeman to be 
chosen by the four District Leaders.  This was necessitated by Alan Schulkin, the former 
Committeeman resigning because he is now the Election Commissioner.  There are five 
candidates who will be interviewed in an open process and asked to fill out a questionnaire.   
 
Now Arthur Schwartz began his report by mentioning that this process was previously unheard 
of--this is the only county where the State Committeeman and District Leader are two separate 
offices.  He discussed some of the candidates and said he had been appointed the guardian for an 
elderly woman who had been forced out of her rent-controlled apartment and committed to a 
nursing home by a judge.  She is home now.  He said he was working closely with Tobi 
Bergman of CB 2 to push for legislation to provide protection for people involved in the 
arts.  The Pier 55 project person will also be talking to the Community Board about protecting 
artists. 
 
There now ensued a discussion about the proposed Pier 55 project and its possible environmental 
impact.  There will be assessments done by the state and the city--the Army Corps of Engineers 
will have to review the permit to be provided by the DEC.  Riverkeeper, along with others, may 
challenge any findings and push the opening date back. 
 
Nat Johnson read the Resolution on the Death of Eric Garner which had been submitted by Tony 
Hoffmann, who was not present.  This was passed with minor changes, 14 for with 3 
abstentions.  Ed Yutkowitz will provide copies of the letter to the press, the Mayor, Police 
Commissioner Bratton, the City Council members and Patrick Lynch, president of the PBA. 
 
Ed presented two letters , one to Senator Schumer urging him to oppose Bibi Netanyahu's 
address to Congress and one to Senator Nadler commending his opposition to this address.  It 
was agreed similar letters would be sent to Senator Gillebrand and Congresswoman Maloney, 



who haven't taken stands yet on this issue.  These were overwhelmingly passed with minor 
revisions. 
 
Councilmember Corey Johnson now reported on the many activities he has embarked on for the 
community.  He spoke of  opposing Our Lady of Pompei's efforts to evict their senior center, not 
allowing a private restaurant in Union Square, starting a food bank with Gale Brewer and 
working with GVSHP in working to landmark major areas in the South Village.  He spoke of the 
budget process in the City Council and how he has passed the biggest number of bills in his first 
year, along with legislation to improve the process of getting homeless people into shelters, 
allow transgender people to amend their birth certificates, bills to protect animals and reform the 
Rent Guidelines Board.  He is for universal pre-K, more affordable housing and reforming 
Riker's Island.   
 
Marlene Nadle  introduced Michael McKee, of TenantsPAC, Tenants &Neighbors Coalition, and 
Met Council on Housing.  He held forth on the rent crisis in NYC.  He spoke of how rent laws 
were due to expire in four months and one week and how things would be much better now that 
Sheldon Silver was gone.  His replacement Carl Heastie will be much more democratic and he 
has no real estate money.  He was going on Saturday to deliver a large Valentine to the 
Governor, who must be concerned with his relationship to progressive Democrats. The city-wide 
vacancy rate is 5% or less and rent control is being phased out rapidly.  As the result of a lawsuit, 
Stuy Town had many more put back under rent stabilization and landlords want to undo 
that.  Airbnb wants to weaken rent laws with provisions for short-term rentals which are, in 
effect, illegal hotels. 
 
He said the three main points he would like to accomplish for tenants were: 
 
      1.  Repeal the automatic 20% vacancy bonus, where landlord can immediately raise the rent 
by 20% when the tenant leaves. 
       2.  Do away with the "preferential rent" loophole, where the landlord can offer a rent 
lower  than the regulation rent, then at the new lease renewal, ask for the real rent plus the 
regulated increase. 
       3.  Reform the major capital improvement rent increase--make it a temporary increase that 
can't be compounded. 
 
Michael said ultimately the fight will be between the Assembly and the Senate, but he felt 
optimistic because the Mayor and Heastie are talking about affordable housing.  He said focusing 
on "home rule" was a tactical mistake if we don't concentrate on repealing vacancy deregulation. 
 
Jen Hoppe reported on the upcoming Gala, saying it would probably be at Tio Pepe again at the 
end of April or early May.  She requested suggestions for Honorees and items for the Silent 
Auction.  Katharine Wolpe will send an email blast to accomplish these goals. 
 
There was a discussion about the situation in the Ukraine and talk of a possible future forum. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 



 


