
VID General Meeting Minutes – September 11, 2014 
 
 
Because this was the 13th Anniversary of 9/11, Tony opened the meeting with a moment of 
silence.  Then he spoke about the gubernatorial primary, in which the Teachout/Wu slate won 
4200 votes and Cuomo/Hochul only made 1800.  He talked about the Candlelight Vigil to the 
Governor's home which nine members participated in--two of whom, Kate Linker and Kitty 
Loving, were new members.  Eric Schneiderman will be kicking off his campaign on Sunday, 
October 12 on the steps of City Hall. 

Keen Berger started by saying that the District Leader doesn't do much, but one of her 
functions is to appoint poll workers.  She also talked about how Teachout/Wu captured 70% of 
the vote in the 66th District. 

Ed Yutkowitz opened by thanking everyone who participated in the Teachout/Wu campaign--
they won 31 of 62 counties and captured 35% of the vote, which was quite impressive.  He also 
noted that the Daily Kos had printed a snarky blog about the campaign.  Tom Connor was 
especially impressed with the young women who came to vote.  He also noted that this was no 
longer the old VID from fifty years ago--it was time to move ahead. 

There was a brief discussion about the role of the club, with Annette Zaner saying she disagreed 
with Tom and felt it was our goal to vote on important issues, not to go to the public to find out 
what we should be promoting. 

Tony now introduced the two people who would debate the merits of Proposal 1 to amend the 
states redistricting procedure, Dick Dadey, Executive Director of Citizens Union, NYC, speaking 
in favor of the amendment and Susan Lerner, Executive Director of Common Cause, NY, 
speaking in opposition. 

A motion was made to extend the speaking time to the members from one minute to two 
which was defeated, 13 to 7. 

There was now a very comprehensive debate by Susan and Dick as to the pros and cons of the 
proposal.  This was followed by a discussion by the members, noting that this involved a 
constitutional amendment and could not be easily undone.  There were questions about the 
complexity of the amendment and why it was on the ballot now.  When the vote was taken, it 
was unanimous--25 against endorsement, with no abstentions.  Tony asked Ed to get a press 
release to the Villager about the vote. 

Next on the agenda was the forum on the Immigration Crisis regarding refugee children.  Keen, 
as facilitator, introduced Megan Eiss-Proctor, Director of Operations and Development at Safe 
Passage Project to address this problem.  Safe Passage helps undocumented children navigate 
the legal process once they are in the country. 

Megan spoke of how this problem has exploded in the last year--in 2012 there were 13,000 
undocumented children, in 2013 there were 25,000 and this year has seen 60,000 with the year 
not over yet.  She spoke about "Juan" from Guatemala who had been approached by gangs, 



had no money and feared for his life.  He made the journey in one month by traveling largely on 
the tops of trains and was apprehended by ICE when he arrived--he is 17. 

 

These children--if they are not from Mexico--must get a hearing under the law.  An adult must 
be found who will take custody--not necessarily legally.  "Juan" has an uncle in Duchess County 
and was given a paper with a court date at Federal Plaza.  He may come alone because his uncle 
can't speak English.  Safe Passage screens these children and tries to provide representation--
they are not entitled to free lawyers under the law and pro bono counsel must be found.  These 
lawyers are frequently not familiar with immigration laws and family court and must be 
trained.  Of course, children with lawyers are much more successful.  And if they don't have a 
guardian, it's much harder for them to stay. 

Nadine Hoffmann made a resolution to donate $100 to Safe Passage, which was passed 
unanimously. 

Now there was a discussion about when and where to meet for the People's Climate 
March.  Lew Deterla read a tribute to his friend, Police Officer John Perry, who was lost on 9/11. 

Frieda Bradlow announced a benefit performance of the The Tempest La Mama on October 4--
tickets are $50, $20 to go to the theater company. 

Jim Fouratt asked Tony if anything could be done about an insulting remark made to a member 
by another member, and Tony said it would be handled at the Executive Committee meeting. 

Anne Heaney spoke about going to fracking sites in northeastern Pennsylvania with her 
husband, Nat Johnson. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Kathy Slawinski 
 


