
Village Independent Democrats 
26 Perry Street 

New York, NY 10014 
 
 

Dear Mr. McDonald, 
 
The obituary printed in the New York Times dealing the with the life of 
Catherine Abate bore little, if any, resemblance to the person most of us knew. 
 
Catherine Abate had been a member of the Village Independent Democrats 
since 1979.  Under our banner she was a Democratic District Leader from 
1981-1985 and a State Senator from 1995-1999.  We knew her personally and 
professionally. 
 
 
Catherine Abate was a force of nature.  She had the intellect, passion, caring, 
and persistence that you rarely find in one person.  She cared deeply about 
people and she had a special passion for the poor, the disadvantaged, and 
those who could not help themselves.  Whether it was as a Legal Aid lawyer, a 
District Leader, as Executive Deputy Commissioner of the NYS Division of 
Human Rights, Chairperson of the Crime Victims Board, NYC Commissioner of 
Corrections and Probation, State Senator, or President and CEO of the 
Community Health Network she always labored to make the lives of people 
less fortunate than hers better.   
Even though Catherine was only Corrections Commissioner for two years, over 
twenty years ago, and the first and only woman to hold that position, she 
received a funeral with full honors from the Corrections Department.  
Hundreds of volunteers showed up for her funeral. 
 
An obituary is supposed to show the breadth and depth of a person’s life.  
Catherine’s accomplishments were copious.  To get an idea of Catherine’s 
achievements please read the obituary in the Villager.  It was just wrong for 
you to devote more than half of the obituary to Catherine’s father  and his 
alleged links to organized crime.  We urge you to update your obituary and 
show your readership who this remarkable woman was. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Tony Hoffmann 
President 

http://thevillager.com/2014/05/22/catherine-abate-66-former-state-senator-and-healthcare-c-e-o/

