
Village Independent Democrats 
 

Minutes- March 13, 2014 
 
March 13 VID General Membership Meeting 
 
Keen Berger gave her District Leader Report in which in which she said she was 
known for her optimism, but that her favorite projects were not working out.  She 
said 75 Morton should close Monday.  There is still no replacement for Chief of 
Elections and the acting Deputy Chief has two felony convictions.  And on the 
immigration front, pressure is being brought to bear on President Obama to stop 
the rate of deportations of families with children.  Right now, Keen said she is 
anxious for spring to arrive. 
 
Rachel Levine, in her State Committee Report, said she very much appreciates 
Keen's work.  They had been touring P.S. 3 with oversize classes and waiting for 
75 Morton to open.  She said she is the State Committee Leader for downtown 
Manhattan.  She and some other committee members formed the Progressive 
Caucus.  At the last meeting, Deborah Glick made a presentation on a bill for 
equal rights, but the State Senate refused to pass the complete bill with 
provisions for choice.  According to Rachel to not pass this bill is a blow to Roe v. 
Wade. 
 
The Progressive Caucus is currently trying to get the five Democrats who caucus 
with the Republicans to come back to the Democratic Caucus.  Tony Avella from 
Queens has broken away and gone to the Independent Democratic Caucus.  
Cuomo uses this group as cover while decrying it.  Ken Lovett of the Albany Daily 
News has been covering this.  The New York Progressive Caucus of the NYSDC 
is asking members of the IDC to rejoin the Democratic Conference and they 
would like to have the imprimatur of the VID.  The resolution was passed 
unanimously. 
  
Alan Shulkin, State Committeeman, spoke next, stating he will join the 
Progressive Caucus.  He is fighting for universal pre-K and will be fighting for 
campaign finance reform with Kate Linker.  He said Keen is doing a great job. 
There was a discussion about how important it is to support the Democratic state 
senators, get a stronger majority and keep them together.  Rachel said the 
Republicans were much more disciplined than Democrats. 
 
Nadine Hoffmann gave the Gala Committee Report, saying John Strausbaugh 
will be appearing.  The four Gala honorees are Andrew Berman of the GVSHP, 
Kate Linker, Michael McKee of Tenants and Neighbors, and Kevin Finnegan of 
1199 SEIU.  So far they have over $10 thousand in pledges.  One drawback is 
the absence of impending elections, which would boost attendance.  Nadine is 
soliciting donations for the silent auction.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 
the 18th at 7:00 pm. 



 
Ed Yutkowitz, the Campaign Chairman, announced he needed signatures for 
Jerrold Nadler and Carolyn Maloney--and volunteers to staff the office Tuesdays 
and Saturdays.  Tony mentioned that Jerry Nadler will be in Abingdon Square on 
Saturday from10:30 to 11:30 am, and volunteers are needed  
 
Nat Johnson, of the Technology Committee, updated everyone on the last 
meeting and an improvement which Zella made on the website.  The next 
meeting will be on Tuesday the 18th at 5:00 pm. 
 
Tony introduced John Strasbaugh saying he had seen him speak at St. Brigid's 
Church--he had an interesting discussion with Dermot McAvoy about the history 
of the Irish in the Village. 
 
John opened by saying he didn't know everything about the Village, but his book 
had been much bigger and he'd had to cut it.  He said Greenwich Village had 
been "the most famous neighborhood in the world" for centuries.  With that, he 
gave a thumbnail history of that neighborhood from its earliest origins to its status 
today, supplying some of the famous names associated with the Village, such as 
Fiorella la Guardia, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Edgar Allen Poe, Thomas Payne, 
Walt Whitman, James Joyce, etc. up to the present.    He ended with the AIDS 
epidemic of the eighties, with the simultaneously occurring real estate boom, 
which has been a huge detriment to the entire city, but the Village particularly. 
 
This was followed by a lively discussion about the history of the Village.   
 
After this, Resolution A, to reinstate M3 Bus service on University Place was read 
and passed unanimously.  Resolution B supporting GVSHP in their bid to have 
historic LGBT buildings landmarked passed unanimously.  Resolution D, urging 
the City Council to pass a resolution to have the NYC pension board divest its 
funds from the fossil fuel industry was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Frieda announced Jonathan Geballe's wife would be appearing in "Everything 
That Rises Must Converge" on Wednesday, April 16, 8:00 pm at 40 Charlton St. 
 
Jonathan advised that Saturday Deborah Glick and Jerry Nadler will appear, with 
Friends of La Guardia Park, at an event celebrating the judicial decision that 
prevented NYU from doing much of its building program.  Jonathan suggested 
that signatures for our endorsed candidates may be obtained at this event. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathy Slawinski 
Recording Secretary 



 


