
 
 

February 24, 2014 Incidental Membership Meeting 
 
Tony opened the meeting thanking Marlene Nadle for the Affordable Housing Forum 
and showing of the film "Vanishing City" at Judson Church.  He also acknowledged that 
we were meeting in an unusual space--the sanctuary at St. John's, due to a scheduling 
conflict. 
 
Keen Berger opened her report by saying she was disheartened by a lack of progress in 
the school at 75 Morton Street.  Also, certain reforms had to occur in the election 
process such as making the print on the ballots larger.  Immigration reform was not 
going well.  The VID had passed a resolution against the Pavilion Restaurant in Union 
Square Park, a project Mayor DeBlasio had opposed when he was the Public Advocate, 
but which he seemed to be backing now.  The city also has signed on to the NYU 
appeal of the court case they lost regarding taking over parkland in their expansion 
plan.  Keen said both the DID and the RDC had written letters to discourage the appeal 
and we should certainly also do so. 
 
Arthur Schwartz said it was critically important to let the city know about issues we care 
about--the city still hasn't applied to the Parks Commission re the expansion.  Keen 
also stated her belief that it was important we should join with the two other clubs in this 
issue.  The NYU resolution was unanimously passed. 
 
As for the restaurant at USP, Jim Fouratt differed as to the liquor license, saying the 
park should be for all people, adults included.  Tony agreed the letter would be 
reworded. 
 
Tom Connor asked if we were going to follow up regarding the Washington Square Park 
Conservancy.  He said we had to find someone in CB2 who previously voted for it to 
now vote against it. 
 
Arthur Schwartz opened by saying as far as immigration reform, most activists have 
decided to focus on Obama, who is deporting record numbers of people, to stop 
deporting young people.  He said Obama should stop trying to placate the political 
middle which cannot be pleased. 
 
He said we've had two city administrations, Giuliani and Bloomberg, who didn't listen to 
our issues.  Long Island College Hospital, whose closing DeBlasio and Tish James 



opposed, will be replaced by a community hospital with an $8M funding cap for patient 
care.  There is a small band of people who are trying to replace St. Vincent's with 
something similar. 
 
He's involved in the air rights issue--he said zoning is key for greater control over 
Hudson River Park.  He is working closely with Corey Johnson and CB4 on these 
issues but things are moving slowly.  The mayor's newly appointed Housing 
Commissioner woeked for developers.  Jim brought up the houses at Rudin Street 
Development and Alex Meadows said more air rights issues were coming up in his 
district.  Arthur said it was important to see who runs HRP. 
 
Frieda Bradlow said Madalyn Wills had been disrespectful to Andrew Berman at their 
last meeting and she can't be trusted to do the best for the community. 
 
Jim asked Keen and Arthur to correct the bill that had been passed regarding 
permissions to developers--there were no regulations regarding air rights.  He also 
wanted to restrict the Spectra pipeline issue.  Arthur said it was very difficult to do 
anything through the legislature--some things are more easily done through the City 
Council and Corey. 
 
Allen Shulkin said the mayor had met with the Real Estate Board to get more affordable 
housing.  Arthur said we must be more vigilant. 
 
Tony brought everyone's attention to the voting and election procedures from the VID 
constitution.  They were not brought before the Exec Committee but could be voted on 
by the membership.  The Resolution to accept these rules was passed unanimously. 
 
Candidate Carolyn Maloney spoke regarding her pride in being a Democrat.  She 
talked about new entitlement efforts regarding health care for 9/11 workers, the Dream 
Act, Campaign Finance Reform, and how Citizens United was the worst decision in this 
area.  She spoke of her efforts to build 6 new schools, increases in senior housing, 
hundreds of new units of affordable housing, the 2nd Ave subway and the east side 
connector.  She proposed &6M in funds to improve and expand the Kosciusko Bridge 
to 6 lanes.  She has proposed High Speed Rail to Cuomo between New York and New 
Jersey--this would save $20B/year for public transit.  She is currently working on health 
care and consumer protection. 
 
Nat Johnson asked if there were any way for Ms. Maloney to have an impact on the 
Spectra Pipeline.  She said she had not been asked about this before but she would 
have Christina Parisi look into it.  Frieda said Jerrold Nadler was very familiar with the 
issue.  There was a lawsuit which had lost and a Federal suit against FERC. 
 
Ms. Maloney said if it's in the courts, elected officials have limited effect.  Westway was 
defeated in the courts.  She said she would see if she and Jerry (Nadler) could file an 
amicus brief. 
 



Jim brought up the issues of unemployment benefits being discontinued, the Gillebrand 
military bill, taxing the rich, and Edward Snowden. 
 
CM said she speaks every day regarding unemployment benefits, which are also a 
stimulus for the economy--they have a discharge petition, but Republicans control the 
agenda.  She supports the Gillebrand bill and considers it a huge issue.  She 
considers Snowden neither a traitor nor a hero but an academic who came forward with 
information that was helpful.  She spoke about 9/11 and said she was glad it happened 
in NY because we could handle it. 
 
Alex asked about state parks in her district and funding for HRP.  She said HRP is not 
in her district.  She has some National Parks but no state parks. 
 
Irene Kaufman brought up the change in her healthcare--she is self-employed and in an 
exchange but she is not covered outside New York.  She is not sure she can see her 
physicians.  What can CM do? 
 
CM agreed. She said the self-employed are a huge problem--even though the NY 
rollout was better than most, improvements can be made.  Perhaps NY will come up 
with a solution which can be used by the national program. 
 
Deley Gazinelli stated he worked for Ms. Maloney very hard in petitioning, and lauded 
her for standing up for women's rights and coming out for Sandy. 
 
Carolyn Maloney was endorsed by voice vote unanimously. 
 
Resolution A opposing automatic sanctions on Iran if nuclear discussions fail was 
passed unanimously. 
 
Resolution B to amend election law to show identities of entities making expenditures 
for political communications was passed overwhelmingly by a show of hands.  There 
was a general discussion about the meanings and ramifications of this resolution and 
the Citizens United case before the vote. 
 
Jerry Nadler spoke, asking for our endorsement.  He was a chief sponsor to repeal 
DOMA, he wrote an amicus brief in the Windsor case and persuaded the Senate to join.  
He supported the Iran bill.  He and Nydia Vasquez supported Section 8 funding.  He's 
opposed to "fast track", voted against NAFTA and all "fair trade" agreements. e's 
against the USA Freedom bill and the State Secrets Act.  He has pledged to clean up 
PCB's and wrote a voting rights act. 
 
Frieda asked him who has oversight of FERC.  He said the legislature has oversight, 
but since the law was already passed (Spectra), it must be handled in the courts. 
 
At this point there was a heated discussion between Tony and Jim regarding the 
Affordable Care Act and other matters. 



 
Keen asked Jerry who else we should be supporting.  He mentioned Michael Grimm 
and 2 fights in the Hudson Valley, 
 
Alec Pruchnicki asked him how to break into the Republican base.  He said outside of 
the Confederate States (Former) there is only a 1%  difference in white working class 
voters choosing Dems.  "Free" Trade acts hurt the working class but when they are 
supported by the President, they are very hard to defeat.  The public doesn't support 
them. 
 
Deley asked about Spectra's chances.  Jerry said FERC already made their 
decision--the only procedural question is if FERC did it correctly.  Jerry also said he 
supports a rail-free tunnel under the harbor.  The Port Authority is the sponsoring 
agent, and they and the Federal Highway Administration will make the decision.  The 
public can comment. 
 
The election was 20 for Nadler, one 'no candidate'.  He was officially endorsed. 
 
Nadine gave the Gala Committee report.  Josh did the 'save the date' notice.  Tio 
Pepe was chosen for the venue.  Andrew Berman and Kate Lenker were chosen as 
honorees.  She was waiting on Michael McKee and Kevin Finnegan to agree to be 
honored. 
 
Ed Yutkowitz advised everyone who wanted to petition to let him know. 
 
Nat reminded everyone that the Tech Committee would be meeting at 630 Thursday at 
the clubhouse.  They will be discussing how to enhance outreach, policies like tracking 
affecting the club, and Georgina's issue of chemtrails.  He is open to other tech 
subjects--just send an email. 
 
Linda Jacobsen gave the Treasurer's Report.  Alec said if receipts were available, 
maybe anyone interested could see them. 
 
Resolutions C and D were not brought, so couldn't be voted on.  Jim brought up the 
conservancy issue and the lost resolution.  He wanted to check the June minutes.  
Tony said Lucia had stopped sending him the minutes, so he didn't have them.  There 
was a discussion on the handling of letters. 
 
Kathy Slawinski brought up the Robert Reich film "Inequality for All" and the possible 
showing by the club.  Tony advised her to go ahead and research it. 
 
Frieda advised that there was to be a discussion of "NY Rising"--a plan relating to the 
next disaster affecting lower Manhattan--to be held Saturday 10-12 at the Village 
Community School on 10 Street. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.  


